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The Rise and Fall of the Military Intelligence Division in the Imperial
Japanese Army General Staff

Taketoshi YAMAMOTO

In November 1937, the General Staff established the new division aimed at military
intelligence and propaganda. It was the same time when Richard Sorge, a German
journalist and Soviet military intelligence, and Genrikh Lyushkov, the highest-ranking
defector of the Soviet secret police, were active behind the scenes. Lyushkov’s defection
was initially kept secret by Japanese authorities, and he contributed the military
information of the USSR to Japan. Even after the pacific war broke out, Japanese
military intelligence kept preparing for the possible conflict with the USSR. One of their
significant activities was forming airborne leaflet propaganda to distribute the Soviet
army and civilians near the border. The military intelligence brought by Lyushkov was
an essential source for the Japanese Army General Staff. After his role was over, he
wished to escape to the United States, but it was never realized. Other sections inherited
their activities after the closing of this division in 1943, and Lyushkov was believed to

be executed by Japanese secret intelligence when Japan lost World War 2.



