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Japanese Intelligence Activities against the Red Army Documented in the
Diary of Yukitaka Shimauchi

Hiroyasu MIYASUGI

Yukitaka Shimauchi was an intelligence officer and a cryptanalyst of the Imperial
Japanese Army. He was assigned with the deciphering of codes and ciphers of the Red
Army. He kept a diary for long time. This paper analyses the codebreaking activities to
decipher the Soviet Union’s codes by the Japanese, utilizing Shimauchi’s diary, between
1939 and 1941. The Red Army introduced a new five-digit code around the Nomonhan
Incident. Japan did not acquire important data on its enemy due to its failure to break
the code. After the conflict, Japan managed to decipher the code to some extent. For the
same purpose, Japan collaborated with a Finnish codebreaking agency and the invited
Polish cryptanalyst in the Kwantung Army also assisted. Japan addressed a variety of
codes employed by the Red Army other than the ones employing the five-digit system.

Several of these codes were broken by the Kwantung Army.



