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Media and Imperialism in the International Press Conferences of the Early
20th Century

Reiko TSUCHIYA

The first half of the 20th century was a period in which imperialism was on the decline,
while the developed media, including newspapers, and public opinion were gaining
increasing power in international politics. This article focuses on the international press
conferences organized by Japan in the context of such changes, comparing them with
those organized by the US and the UK, and examining how journalists and imperialism
connected or attempted to develop networks. In Japan, the Greater East Asia
Newspaper Convention was held in 1943 as part of a national policy, but the earlier East
Asia Newspaper Convention in 1921 was a massive gathering of 245 Japanese and ROC
journalists from 368 companies, organised in cooperation with Dentsu and the
Newspaper Association, although it did not turn out to be a politically or economically
meaningful gathering. Meanwhile, the UK held the first Imperial Press Congress in
1909, rallying journalists under the influence of the British Empire, including the

Dominions and the Indian Empire, with the cooperation of the Government. The USA



also organized the Press Congress of the World from 1915, led by Walter Williams of the
University of Missouri. These international press conferences were held several times by
around 1930 and were effective as an opportunity for international friendship and
reconciliation, but the networks of journalists did not have the power to transcend

imperialism and lead to change.



