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Jamming : The Electronic Iron Curtain in the Battle of the Airwaves from the Cold War Era
to Today
Hideharu TORII

During the Cold War, the Soviet Union jammed the broadcasts of Western countries to
prevent its citizens from listening to their programs. The intensity of jamming was a
barometer of international tension. When an international crisis escalated, the Soviets
increased jamming. When a tension eased, Moscow reduced jamming. The end of the Cold
War came after Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev stopped jamming.

For its part, China, the world’s largest shortwave broadcaster, has continued jamming of

foreign broadcasts it deems hostile.



