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Intelligence Activity of the Japanese Army in the First Half of the Meiji Period

Katsuhiko MURAKAMI

This paper is an attempt to correct two errors in the research on the reconnaissance
activities of the Japanese Army in Korea and China during the first half of the Meiji Period.
Up until now, it has been assumed that the original reports from this era were performed by
an individual dispatch officer at his own discretion. However, in fact these reports were
commissioned by the General Staff Office of the Japanese Army. It has also been assumed
that the maps of Korea and China used in the Sino-Japanese War were drawn up shortly before
the war. However, in fact, the first drafts of these maps were created by the military about

seven years before the start of the war.



