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Bookstores in Manchuria before the Establishment of Manchuria Book Distribution Co., Ltd.

Yoshitaka HIBI

This paper considers the history of Japanese retail bookstores in Manchuria, focusing on
Japanese-language books, particularly before the establishment of the “Manchukuo.” After
the introduction, Section 2 explores the state of retail stores after the Russo-Japanese War,
and Section 3 surveys the distribution of retail stores across Manchuria. Section 4 discusses
the foundation and function of the merchant union of bookstores in Manchuria, and Section
5 gives an overview of the retail bookstore business, paying attention to the time of bookstore
establishment and geographical distribution. Section 6 presents a quick look at the profiles of

bookstores and their owners.



