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The Characteristics of Satire during the First Half of the Occupation Period of Japan and the
Satirical Resistance against the Censorship: An Analysis of VAN, the Magazine of Caricatures

Yoshinobu TSUNOO

This paper explores the characteristics of satire during the first half of the occupation period
of Japan by analyzing VAN, which was a representative of the magazines of caricatures at that
time. Firstly, the paper quantitatively analyzes all the articles and the cartoons within the
magazine and describes its tendency. Secondly, the paper sheds light on the political strategies
of satire within censored contents, expressing fraternization and criticizing both the
occupation army and the postwar Emperor system. Finally, the paper analyzes the discourse
on satire in the magazine and elucidates its social function through which people could survive

the desperate condition immediately following Japan’s defeat.



