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Message from Kimono Design: Wearing Chusingura Motif to be an Intellectual Man

Yoshiko INUI

Some male Juban (underclothing) and Haura (inner lining) have Chushingura tale designs,
which show a particular scene of Kabuki theater: in the seventh act of the stage, Oishi
Kuranosuke plays in a red-light district. Wearing these means that you feel empathy toward
Oishi, because he was one of the most ideal male characters from Meiji to Showa period. Also,
there were some common designs for Juban and Haura, but others were shared only between
the intellects able to understand the meanings of them. So, through studying the various
meanings of wearing the patterns — if they are just for beauty or demonstration of his
refinement, or otherwise they have political messages? we can understand that in our

consuming society, a variety of goods work as a media.



