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Kasutori magazine “Ryoki” and Kitagawa Chiyozo “Mrs.Colonel H”

Ayumi MITSUISHI

I examined the reason why Kasutori magazine “Ryoki” No. 2 was exposed according to the
Article 175 of the Criminal Law for the first time after the World War II. From the beginning
of 1946, magazines dealing with sex attracted people’s attention. However, there was no law
to control those magazines. Therefore, the authorities thought of the possibility to apply
Article 175 of the Criminal Law which had not been used for the control of obscene documents
before the War. It was “Ryoki” No. 2 which became the target as a warning to others. In
addition, the same magazine carried the “Mrs.Colonel H” by Kitagawa Chiyozo, dealing with
adultery in which “Colonel H” became a war criminal and was finally hanged. This reminded
of war criminal executions at the Tokyo Trials which were in progress in the same period. It
looks like, behind the exposure of “Ryoki” No. 2, the implication of giving lessons to

overflowing Kasutori magazine as well as concerns for the war criminals existed.



