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Special Issue: Local Magazine during the Allied Occupation Period
A Study of Censorship Documents and Post-censorship: Examples from Iwate Regional
Magazines in the Prange Collection

Eric Siercks

This essay reconsiders the history of Occupation censorship based on archival materials
held in the Prange Collection. It focuses on regional magazines published in northern Tohoku,
as well as surviving censorship documents accompanying those magazines. From these
materials, however, I argue two points that extend beyond a narrow regional analysis: First,
the complexities of surviving censorship documents indicate a need for more nuanced
approaches to Occupation censorship than previous scholarship asserts. Second, post-

censorship was likely more widespread and less effective than previously understood.



