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The Network of Intellectuals Created by the Cabinet Research Office of Japan under the
Conservative Governments (1952-1964): Focusing on the Anti-Communist Intelligence
Activities and the “Government-Commissioned” Think Tank

Toshimitsu KISHI

The Cabinet Research Office (CRO) of Japan is an intelligence agency created directly
under the Cabinet, immediately before the end of the Occupation of Japan by the Allied
Powers in 1952. This paper examines the measures of CRO in relation to intellectuals during
the period from 1952 to 1964, based on the diary and the dictation of a retired high-ranking
officer of CRO, as well as the internal documents obtained by a journalist. During the Cold
War era, CRO developed anti-Communist intelligence activities, for the purpose of
preventing the spread of Communism in Japan. To CRO, the public dissemination of
information meant to provide the Nation with selective information along the Government’s
policy line. At the same time, CRO recruited those intellectuals who agreed with the
Government’s policies, by providing the government’s funding for their researches. By the
early 1960s, CRO had laid a groundwork for a network of intellectuals, as it were, a

“government-commissioned” think tank.



