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Establishing Process of U.S. Foreign Information Activities Documented in Edward P. Lilly
Papers: Focusing on “Blank Period 1945-1953” from OWI Dissolution to USIA Establishment

Hideko YOSHIMOTO

Based on the personal collection of Edward P. Lilly, special assistant to U.S. government
on psychological warfare, this paper analyzes the establishing process of U.S. foreign
information policy and activities during the “blank period” between the dissolution of Office
of War Information of 1945 and the establishment of United States Information Agency of
1953. As previous research shows, the State Department had taken over the U.S. foreign
information activities after World War II, but the Department of Army took over the
information activities in occupied areas such as Germany and Japan, which determined the

U.S. policy toward Japan afterwards.



