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The Significance and Interpretation of Bulletin in Labor Union Activities by Bankers in 1950s
Japan: Exemplifying " Hiroba (Plaza)" by Zenginren (Federal Bankers Union: FBU)

Takane SUZUKI

This paper examines the importance of bulletin "Hiroba (Plaza)" published by Federal
Bankers Union (FBU: 1947-1956, Zenginren in Japanese) and analyzes the circumstances
which evoked their activities. During the occupational period, the rise of labor union activities
supported by democratization which GHQ encouraged occurred in all industries. In bankers
union, moreover, the workers belonging to a younger generation and female workers
participated in the movements. As the counter movement against Red Purge in the early
1950s, the bulletin "Hiroba" was organized to unite their interests and to promote their
publicity. By analyzing the articles in this bulletin, this paper illustrates how female workers

contributed to the process of democratization.



