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Defining the "Declaration of War" at the Start of the Pacific War

Kensuke KUBO

The words, "a declaration of war" and "a proclamation of war" are generally used for the
same meaning in Japanese. At the beginning of the war against U.S., however, they were
classified as completely different ones, at least in the three fields: studies on constitutional
law, studies on international laws and practices of preparation of war. Furthermore, the usages
of these two words were explained in different ways in the three fields. It is critically important
for us to recognize the difference when we study the historical facts related to the beginning
of the war. The recognition of the difference will lead us to the deeper understanding of

matters related discussions.



