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Current Research on Kasutori Magazine

Takumi ISHIKAWA

Kasutori magazines are postwar pulp magazines and featured the sexualization of literature
that had been depressed during the Asia-Pacific war. The paper on which Kasutori magazines
were printed for publication was cheap and of low quality and was not controlled by GHQ.
The magazines contained approximately 40 pages. The cover pages of the magazines featured
bodies of naked females or in unusual postures. Most Kasutori magazines featured
entertainment, current topics, real stories, customs, crimes, detectives and so on. This study
suggests basic information for publishing “collections of Kasutori magazines” in Japanese

libraries by analyzing the trends and characteristics of those magazines in the postwar period.



