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Rethinking Occupation History in the New Millennium

Louise Young

This paper looks at changing views of the Occupation from the early postwar to the present
day. I approach this by examining the connections between two histories — a history of an
Occupation scholarship and a history of an Occupation archive.  First, I look at the history
of English-language studies of the Occupation of Japan, beginning with those written by
participants in the 1950s and continuing up to the present day. Second, I examine the
history of the Prange Collection and its relationship to US-Japan relations. We are now
nearly two decades into the new millennium. This offers us an opportunity for rethinking

both the way we engage the Prange collection and the larger project of Occupation history.



