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UN Radio in the Early Korean War: The Roles of VOA/BBC and Trilateral Relations
between the US, UK, and UN
Somei KOBAYASHI

The United Nations (UN) has broadcast the multilingual radio service, UN Radio, to
the world since 1946. There are scant studies comparing UN Radio with other
international radio services such as VOA and the BBC.

My study aims to examine the dynamism of UN Radio in the early Korean War by
analyzing the diplomatic documents of the UK and US. It focuses on the following three
dimensions. First, how was UN Radio established? Second, how did the UN begin the
Korean language service at the outbreak of the Korean War? Third, how did the UK and
US governments and the BBC and VOA provide support to the UN Radio Korean
service?

In conclusion, this paper states the following three findings. First, the US supported
the establishment and operation of UN Radio because it intended to utilize the UN as a

“weapon” against the USSR during the Cold War. Second, it was revealed the



differences of UN Radio supports by the US and UK due to the essential differences of
VOA and BBC as a broadcasting organization. Third, even though the US had
intervened in the broadcasting programs and personnel management of UN Radio, the
UN relied on US support affirmatively because of its lack of facilities for UN Radio, and
as a sign of the UN’s recognition of the US as a great global power.
This study is a preliminary step in describing the Cold War from the perspective of
“Radio Wars.”



