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The Simplification of Imperial Honorifics in Newspapers During the
Occupation: Policies vs. Practices of the National Language Council, Imperial
Household Ministry, and Occupation’ s CCD Censorship

Noriko AKIMOTO SUGIMORI

Japanese newspapers use of imperial honorifics—special honorifics for the emperor and his
family—drastically simplified in the early phase of the post-World War II Allied Occupation. This
paper explores the influence of the Imperial Household Ministry (IHM), the National Language
Council (NLC), and the Occupation’ s Civil Censorship Detachment (CCD) on the simplification
by examining their policies and practices. The results showed that the NLC had erased some
practices by the IHM and the press, and that the CCD did not censor newspaper honorifics.
Furthermore, the honorific simplification policies and practices had already been underway in the
1920s.



